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English Language Arts Standards:  
Introduction for  Students Who are College and Career Ready 

in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language 

The descriptions that follow are not standards themselves but instead offer a portrait of students who 
meet the standards set out in this document. As students advance through the grades and master the 
standards in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language, they are able to exhibit with increasing 
fullness and regularity these capacities of the literate individual. 

They demonstrate independence. 

Students can, without significant scaffolding, comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of 
types and disciplines, and they can construct effective arguments and convey intricate or multifaceted 
information. Likewise, students are able independently to discern a speaker’s key points, request 
clarification, and ask relevant questions. They build on others’ ideas, articulate their own ideas, and 
confirm they have been understood. Without prompting, they demonstrate command of standard English 
and acquire and use a wide-ranging vocabulary. More broadly, they become self-directed learners, 
effectively seeking out and using resources to assist them, including teachers, peers, and print and digital 
reference materials. 

They build strong content knowledge. 

Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of subject matter by engaging with works of 
quality and substance. They become proficient in new areas through research and study. They read 
purposefully and listen attentively to gain both general knowledge and discipline-specific expertise. They 
refine and share their knowledge through writing and speaking. 

They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline. 

Students adapt their communication in relation to audience, task, purpose, and discipline. They set and 
adjust purpose for reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use as warranted by the task. They 
appreciate nuances, such as how the composition of an audience should affect tone when speaking and 
how the connotations of words affect meaning. They also know that different disciplines call for different 
types of evidence (e.g., documentary evidence in history, experimental evidence in science). 

They comprehend as well as critique. 

Students are engaged and open-minded—but discerning—readers and listeners. They work diligently to 
understand precisely what an author or speaker is saying, but they also question an author’s or speaker’s 
assumptions and premises and assess the veracity of claims and the soundness of reasoning. 
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They value evidence. 

Students cite specific evidence when offering an oral or written interpretation of a text. They use relevant 
evidence when supporting their own points in writing and speaking, making their reasoning clear to the 
reader or listener, and they constructively evaluate others’ use of evidence. 

They use technology and digital media strategically and capably. 

Students employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language use. They tailor their searches online to acquire useful information efficiently, and they integrate 
what they learn using technology with what they learn offline. They are familiar with the strengths and 
limitations of various technological tools and mediums and can select and use those best suited to their 
communication goals. 

They come to understand other perspectives and cultures. 

Students appreciate that the twenty-first-century classroom and workplace are settings in which people 
from often widely divergent cultures and who represent diverse experiences and perspectives must learn 
and work together. Students actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures through reading 
and listening, and they are able to communicate effectively with people of varied backgrounds. They 
evaluate other points of view critically and constructively. Through reading great classic and contemporary 
works of literature representative of a variety of periods, cultures, and worldviews, students can 
vicariously inhabit worlds and have experiences much different than their own. 
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English Language Arts Grade 6 

Reading Literature Standards in this strand: 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

• RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

• RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how 
the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

• RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text 
and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

• RL.6.6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing 
an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading 
the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

• RL.6.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.6.9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels 
and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.6.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehends literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 
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Reading Informational Text Standards in this strand: 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

• RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

• RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a 
text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

• RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

• RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well 
as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

• RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

• RI.6.9. Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir 
written by and a biography on the same person). 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.6.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehends literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
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English Language Arts Grade 7 

Reading Literature Standards in this strand 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on 
a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.  

• RL.7.5.. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its 
meaning. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or 
narrators in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera 
focus and angles in a film).  

• RL.7.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.7.9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehends literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 
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Reading Informational Text Standards in this strand: 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of 
the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence 
individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

• RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

• RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes 
his or her position from that of others. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each 
medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 

• RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

• RI.7.9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key 
information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehends literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
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English Language Arts Grade 8 

Reading Literature Standards in this strand: 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 

• RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 

• RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of 
each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

• RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., 
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.8.7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or 
departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 

• RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.8.9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types 
from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material 
is rendered new. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehends literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Reading Informational Text Standards in this strand: 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

• RI.8.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

• RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, 
video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

• RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. 

• RI.8.9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and 
identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehends literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–
8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Information obtained from the Common Core State Standards Initiative retrieved on 9/9/11 from 
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/introduction/students-who-
are-college-and-career-ready-in-reading-writing-speaking-listening-and-language. 


